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For the last th ree years , the Ark Valley Chapter in Wich it a , Kans as has

been working clos ely with Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of Sedgwick

Co. and their Pass It On – Outdoor Mentors progr am to introduce at - risk

kids in the BBBS progr am to the outdoors . From hosting sporting clays

shoot s , dove hu nting sem inars , dove and upland game hu nt s , to volu n-

teering to drive van - loads of kids to a celebrity shoot , Ark Valley Chapter

members have been making a dif ference for kids in centr al Kans as .

Kans as BBBS began ex panding the Pass It On progr am in July of

2 0 0 2 ,h iring Qu ail Unlim ited St ate Chairm an , Mi ke Ch ristens en , as their

Director of Outdoor Mentoring Project s . Although the progr am was ori g-

inally geared towards Kans as’s youth , Pass It On has received the endors e-

ment of Big Brothers Big Sisters of A merica to serve as a pilot progr am in

other areas of the cou ntry. Mi ke is now working with other BBBS agenc ies

to est ablish the Pass It On progr am in four st ates .

Th is success would not be possible without the help of our local QU

chapters . Last Janu ary, the Ark Valley chapter hosted their th ird an nu al

End of the Seas on Upland Game Hu nt for ele ven BBBS Lit tles , including

Lit tle Brother Eric Mitchell .

Born and rais ed in the city (well , Wich ita is a city for us Kans as

folk s ) ,f ifteen - year- old Eric Mitchell had ne ver been on a hu nt or even shot

a gu n , although he had taken a hu nters’ education class . Of the ele ven

hu nters ,s e ven had ne ver been hu nting before and four of these had ne ver

handled a shot gun before.

Working with volu nteers from You ng Hu nters Safety, Inc. , t wo or

th ree you ngsters at a time would be accompan ied in the field.When a dog

was on point , a you ngster would be given a shell and directed to put their

f inger on the safety. Once the bird was flushed they were to take the gu n

of f s afety and take the shot .

“The dogs would work the fields , and then go on point ,”Eric recalled.

“They stood really still and won’t move an inch … that’s when you know

the dog has fou nd a bird. It’s really cool to see them doing that .”

Th roughout the day, Eric ex perienced the th rill of qu ail flush ing, the

ex h ilar ating blasts of shot gu ns , and the exc itement of watch ing dogs work

the field.Although he was not able to bring down any qu ail in th is ,h is first

outing, he was hooked.

C hang ing Lives 
Hu ndreds of youth such as Eric are now get ting a unique opportu n i-

ty to learn about outdoor activities such as hu nting with dogs , bird watch-

ing, archery, t arget shooting, and fish ing, th rough Pass It On – Outdoor

Mentors , a progr am that was de veloped by the st af f of Wich it a’s Bi g

Brothers Big Sisters of Sedgwick Cou nty. Pass It On pairs Lit tle Brothers

and Sisters with volu nteers that have a passion for outdoor activities .

The progr am began in 2000, w hen Ste ve Willi ams , then Sec ret ary of

the Kans as Department of Wildlife and Park s ( K DWP) (now director of

the U. S . Fish and Wildlife Service ) , approached BBBS of Sedgwick Cou nty

about working with KDWP to get more kids involved with hu nting and

f ish ing. It was then that the Ark Valley Chapter first got

involved, hosting a youth hu nt with the local Pheas ant s

Fore ver Chapter for twelve Lit tles from Wich it a . Randy

Wells , Director of the Cops for Kids progr am , was then

directing the Pass It On progr am on a part - time basis .

“We had been working with KDW P’s st af f to help

us take kids fish ing,” Randy said. “When we wanted to

of fer hu nting to the Lit tles , K DWP steered us towards

working with the Ark Valley Chapter. It’s been a great

relationsh ip for us , and they have done a great job work-

ing with the Lit tles .”

The Pass It On progr am at tr acted a nu mber of

Wich ita Lit tle Brothers and Sisters . “Although a large

nu mber of our Lit tles live in cities ,m any of these kids

have indicated that they are interested in hu nting, f ish-

ing, shooting, and other outdoor activities ,” Mi ke

Ch ristens en , Kans as Big Brothers Big Sisters’ Director of

Outdoor Mentoring Projects said. “Th is progr am seems

li ke a natu r al fit for youth , and a great way to get a new

group of mentors involved with the progr am .”

Th rough Pass It On , Lit tles receive instruction on

cons ervation and safety issues . They have a unique

opportu n ity to build respect for wildlife and, they

gain a friend who will provide them with positive 

outdoor ex periences .

Th e se are some of the hunters from the End of the Sea son hunt hoste d
by Ark Va ll ey Quail Un l i m i ted Chapter.
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To find out more about how your 
chapter can get involved with Pass It On – Outdoor

Me ntors, contact Kans as Big 
B rothe rs Big Sis te rs at (316) 263-3300 

or e-ma il pas s iton@ ksbbb s . org .

A Che r ished Trad ition
Li ke all Lit tle Brothers and Sisters that partic ipate in Pass It On activ-

ities , Eric was required to take a hu nters’ education class and pass a test

that covered all of the ess enti als of hu nter safety, including proper firearm

and bow handling, cons ervation , eth ics , and game identif ication .

“We learned how to use gu ns and how to clean gu ns , and we talked

about what types of birds you can shoot in dif ferent months and how to

clean them after you shoot them ,” Eric said.“We also talked about safe-

ty rules . The instructors told us that you should ne ver keep a loaded gu n

in the hous e , always keep the safety on and ne ver swing a gun arou nd.

Als o, you should ne ver go hu nting by you rs elf.”

In Janu ary,Eric pass ed the hu nter safety test on his first try and the

following weekend he went on his first hu nt , the End of Seas on Upland

G ame Hu nt . When he came away from the hu nt empty - handed, Eric

immedi ately wanted to try it again . “He called me the next week , asking

‘w hen are we going hu nting again ? ’ ” Mi ke said. “He was dis appointed

w hen I told him that he would have to wait until next year. But the fol-

lowing week , we were fortu nate to have Dan Dr ake and Kreg Boynton of

Si gnatu re Hu nts of Kans as call , wanting to take some Lit tles hu nting in

their controlled shooting area .”

On that hu nt ,s outheast of Atlant a , Kans as , Eric got his second chance

to take home a qu ail . That morn ing, Eric watched as Kreg Boynton’s

Brit t any, Mi ke’s English pointer and another volu nteer’s Visla worked the

f ields as a unit . He saw firsthand how one dog would honor another’s

point , and he bagged his first qu ail .“When we got out there , it was really

early in the morn ing, and we st arted looking for the birds ,” Eric said.

“They (the volu nteers) told me that they were going to scare some birds

out for me , and they did and I shot one. I have a pictu re that I fr amed of

me holding the bird, and I keep it in my room .”

Pa rtne rs in Me ntor ing
In addition to the Ark Valley Chapter, the Cot tonwood Valley Chapter

hosted a youth hu nt with BBBS of Marion Cou nty last November. The Tri -

Rivers and Emporia Area Chapter have both contributed much needed

f inanc i al support to the progr am as well . And many other wildlife cons er-

vation organ i z ations have donated res ou rces , volu nteers and fu nding to

Pass It On . The progr am received a big boost last fall when the National

Shooting Sports Fou nd ation (NSSF) gave Kans as BBBS a gr ant to help get

the ex pansion progr am st arted as part of their STEP OU TSI DE progr am .

In Febru ary of th is year, a

gr ant from the Rock y

Mou nt ain Elk Fou nd ation fol-

lowed. N S SF has since fol-

lowed up their earlier

comm itment with a maj or

gr ant of $250,000 that will

help keep th is progr am rolling

du ring 2003. The support

from Kans as Department of

Little brot h er, Eri c
Mi tch ell and his
f i rst bi rd . c

Wildlife and Parks has been instru ment al in the success of the progr am in

Kans as . With their help, Kans as Big Brothers Big Sisters (the largest Bi g

Brothers Big Sisters progr am in the nation ) , has been able to ex pand the

Pass It On progr am to BBBS agenc ies th roughout the Su nf lower St ate.

The progr am has gained the at tention of Jerem i ah Mor alez , Eric’s Bi g

Brother. Although Jerem i ah regularly en j oys camping, f ish ing and other

outdoor activities , he had no ex perience with hu nting until recently.“I saw

pictu res of Eric on the hu nt s , and he’s all sm iles , from ear- to - ear, really

di gging it ,” Jerem i ah said. “I can see so much en j oyment in him , that it

inspired me to get involved, as well .”“I kept begging him to go with me ,

because I knew he was interested in learn ing how to hu nt ,”Eric said.“Now,

it’s pret ty cool . Instead of teach ing me someth ing, I get to teach him some

stuf f.” Jerem i ah is now waiting for the next available hu nters’ s afety class ,

so that he can receive his certif ication . He and Eric are also eager for the

upcom ing hu nting seas on ,w hen Eric hopes that he will get a chance to try

deer hu nting.

B r ing ing the Outdoors to Youth
Th rough Pass It On , kids li ke Eric have had an opportu n ity to partic i-

pate in a nu mber of outdoor event s . Last November, f ive Lit tles from ac ross

Kans as had an opportu n ity to go pheas ant hu nting with David Segui ,

Baltimore Orioles’ First Bas em an , Jerry Holloway, former Cardinals ti ght

end, Eric Willi ams , former Cardinals linebacker, and Mel Gr ay, former wide

receiver for the Cardinals and Lions at the David Segui Youth , Women , and

Celebrity Pheas ant Hu nt , held in Glen Elder, Kans as . Ark Valley Chapter

members volu nteered to drive 23 Lit tles from Wich ita to Glen Elder to par-

tic ipate in the afternoon tr ap shoot and the banquet that even ing. In

December, Lit tles got to en j oy some of the best deer hu nting in Kans as on

the 42,000-ac re Z Bar Ranch , owned by avid sport sm an Ted Tu rner.

Other outings to the Z Bar Ranch are already plan ned for th is su m-

mer and fall . Lit tles from ac ross Kans as have had the opportu n ity to hu nt

upland game , waterfowl , doves , deer and tu rkey, ex periences that would

not have been possible without the Pass It On progr am .

“At - risk kids need to be engaged in activities that are healthy and

positive , li ke fish ing and hu nting,” Mi ke said.“Pass It On is a great way for

us to get these kids involved with a mentor while they learn a fu n ,w hole-

s ome hobby they’ll be able to continue to en j oy for a lifetime.”

Jeremiah agrees, “The outdoors is something t hat Eric a nd I have

always enjoyed together and this is another thing we can do t hat’s posi-

tive, constructive, and a good opportunity for us to bond. I k now w e’ll

continue to do this in t he future, because it’s too good of an opportunity

to pass up.”

Little Da n a
S chwe ers is

taking a bi rd
from Kreg
Boyn to n’s
B ri t t a ny.


